
Using FSSE and NSSE Data: An 

Overview of Existing Tools and Reports

9/9/2008

Tuesdays Webinar with NSSE 1

Welcome to the FSSE Webinar - Using FSSE and 
NSSE Data: An Overview of Existing Tools and 
Reports

We will begin at 3 pm EDST.  

Before we begin, please review the following:

‣ Download and print the presentation PDF from the NSSE Web site: 
http://nsse.iub.edu/webinars/archives.cfm.

‣ Please turn up your computer speakers or plug in your headphones to listen to the 
presentation.

‣ Please close all other applications as they may interfere with the audio feed for this 
Webinar.

‣ If you cannot hear anything, click on “Meeting” in left of dark grey tool bar at the top of 
the screen and select “Audio Setup Wizard”. Complete the first part of the Wizard, which 
ends with a speaker test, in order to ensure you are properly connected for webinar 
audio. If you cannot hear anything after this, please consult your technology support 
person.

‣ The Chat window will be available throughout the presentation so that you can interact 
with participants. You will be able to use the chat window to submit questions to the 
presenter during the Q & A session.

Indiana University Center for Postsecondary Research

Using FSSE and 
NSSE Data:

An Overview of Existing Tools 

and Reports

Amy Garver and Mahauganee Shaw
FSSE Project Associates

Webinar Overview

‣ Faculty Survey of Student Engagement (FSSE)

‣ FSSE Reports

‣ Words of Caution

‣ Website Tools and Reports

‣ Questions are welcome!

http://nsse.iub.edu/webinars/archives.cfm
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Overview: Surveys

‣ Faculty Survey of Student Engagement (FSSE)
• Parallel survey designed to measure faculty expectations for 

student engagement in educational practices that are known to be 

empirically linked with high levels of learning and development

‣ National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE)
• Annual survey of first-year students and seniors at four-year 

institutions that measures students’ participation in educational 
experiences that prior research has connected to valued outcomes

Overview: Survey Items

‣ Faculty perceptions of how often their students 
engage in different activities 

‣ The importance faculty place on various areas of 

learning and development

‣ The nature and frequency of interactions faculty 
have with students

‣ How faculty members organize class time 

Overview: History

‣ First national administration in 2003

‣ Over 120,000 faculty responding from 530 
different institutions since 2003

‣ 23,385 faculty respondents from 160 institutions 
in 2008

‣ Average institutional response rate of about 
50% each year
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Overview: Administration

‣ Faculty surveyed in the spring

‣ Institutions choose faculty to be surveyed

‣ Faculty responses are kept anonymous 

‣ Administered online as a web-only survey

‣ Two survey options
• Course-based questions
• Typical student questions

Overview: Survey Options

‣ Course-based (CB) survey option

• Each faculty member responds to questions about 

student engagement based on a course taught 
during the current academic year

• Survey option in previous administrations (2003-05)

Overview: Survey Options

‣ Typical Student (TS) survey option

• Each faculty member responds to questions about 

student engagement based on the typical first-year 
student or senior taught during the current 

academic year

• More comparable items to NSSE
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FSSE Reports

FSSE Reports

‣ Respondent Characteristics Report

‣ Frequency Report

‣ NSSE-FSSE Combined Report

‣ View sample reports

FSSE Reports

Respondent Characteristics Table (RCT)

‣ Provides a snapshot of how well faculty 
respondents match to submitted population file

‣ To ensure anonymity, data are reported in the 
aggregate form

‣ Demographics variables are not returned in 
SPSS data file (e.g. rank, tenure status, employment status, 

gender, race/ethnicity)

http://nsse.iub.edu/2008_Institutional_Report/?loadtab=2
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FSSE Reports

Respondent Characteristics Table (RCT)

‣ Data quality
• How is our response rate?
• How well does the sample 

reflect our faculty profile? 

• Generalizations that 

are/are not possible?

CB TS

FSSE Reports

Frequency Distribution

‣ Item-level frequencies

‣ No institutional peer comparisons

‣ But, grand frequency reports grouped by 
Carnegie classification

CB

TS

FSSE Reports

Frequency Distribution

‣ What issues are particularly important to your 
institution/department/school?

‣ How do faculty response patterns compare to 
your expectations? Surprised? Confirm?

‣ Identify “never” percentages that are of concern

‣ Are there important differences between faculty 
who teach “lower/upper division courses” (CB) 
or “mostly first-years/senior students” (TS)?

http://nsse.iub.edu/pdf/2008_Institutional_Report/FSSE08 RCT (Nsseville State - CB).pdf
http://nsse.iub.edu/pdf/2008_Institutional_Report/FSSE08 RCT (Nsseville State - CB).pdf
http://nsse.iub.edu/pdf/2008_Institutional_Report/FSSE08 RCT (Nsseville State - TS).pdf
http://nsse.iub.edu/pdf/2008_Institutional_Report/FSSE08 Freqs (Nsseville State - CB).pdf
http://nsse.iub.edu/pdf/2008_Institutional_Report/FSSE08 Freqs (Nsseville State - TS).pdf
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FSSE Reports

FSSE-NSSE Combined Report

‣ Presents faculty results side-by-side with student 
results allowing institutions to identify areas of 

correspondence as well as gaps
CB TS

FSSE Reports

FSSE-NSSE Combined Report

‣ Does faculty % match your expectations?

‣ Given faculty %, does student distribution make 
sense?

‣ If you could change faculty %, what do you 

think would happen to student distribution?

‣ What would it take to make change? 

FSSE Reports

FSSE-NSSE Combined Report - Example

FSSE Item Variable Class

Very Important 

or Important NSSE Item Variable Class Done Plan to do

Do not plan to 

do

Have not 

decided

LD 82% FY 5% 78% 4% 13%

UD 88% SR 69% 15% 12% 3%

LD 55% FY 33% 46% 7% 14%

UD 70% SR 66% 9% 15% 10%

LD 42% FY 16% 28% 22% 35%

UD 48% SR 25% 9% 52% 14%

Faculty Responses

Community service or volunteer work

Percentage of faculty who reported that it is important or very 

important that students at their institution do the following

FSSE-NSSE Combined Report 2008

NSSEville State University

Practicum, internship, field experience, co-

op experience, or clinical assignment

LRNCOM04

INTERN04

Importance faculty place on campus-facilitated activities and student participation:

Community service or volunteer work VOLNTR04FVOLUNTR

Student Responses

Practicum, internship, field experience, co-

op experience, or clinical assignment

Distribution of student reponses to whether they had done or plan to do the following before 

graduating

FINTERN

Participation in a learning community or 

some other formal program where groups 

of students take two or more classes 

together

FLERNCOM

Participate in a learning community or 

some other formal program where groups 

of students take two or more classes 

together

http://nsse.iub.edu/pdf/2008_Institutional_Report/FSSE08 Combined Report (Nsseville State - CB).pdf
http://nsse.iub.edu/pdf/2008_Institutional_Report/FSSE08 Combined Report (Nsseville State - TS).pdf
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FSSE Reports

FSSE-NSSE Combined Report - Example

FSSE Item Variable Class

Very Important 

or Important NSSE Item Variable Class Done Plan to do

Do not plan to 

do

Have not 

decided

LD 82% FY 5% 78% 4% 13%

UD 88% SR 69% 15% 12% 3%

LD 55% FY 33% 46% 7% 14%

UD 70% SR 66% 9% 15% 10%

LD 42% FY 16% 28% 22% 35%

UD 48% SR 25% 9% 52% 14%

Faculty Responses

Community service or volunteer work

Percentage of faculty who reported that it is important or very 

important that students at their institution do the following

FSSE-NSSE Combined Report 2008

NSSEville State University

Practicum, internship, field experience, co-

op experience, or clinical assignment

LRNCOM04

INTERN04

Importance faculty place on campus-facilitated activities and student participation:

Community service or volunteer work VOLNTR04FVOLUNTR

Student Responses

Practicum, internship, field experience, co-

op experience, or clinical assignment

Distribution of student reponses to whether they had done or plan to do the following before 

graduating

FINTERN

Participation in a learning community or 

some other formal program where groups 

of students take two or more classes 

together

FLERNCOM

Participate in a learning community or 

some other formal program where groups 

of students take two or more classes 

together

Words of Caution

‣ Strongly discourage statistical testing between 
student (NSSE) and faculty (FSSE) data

‣ When presenting NSSE and FSSE Combined 

Results, be upfront with your audience about 
data limitations

‣ Despite limitations, reaching the goal of having 

productive discussion is possible

Website Tools: Creating Data 
Displays
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Creating FSSE/NSSE Data Displays

Ways we have reported FSSE and NSSE results in
• Annual reports
• FSSE Overview

• Conference presentations

• Research papers

Insert your school’s results where you see FSSE 

national results

Website Tools

FSSE Selected Results 

http://fsse.iub.edu/html/FSSE_selected_results.cfm

‣ Data displays by topic area
★Faculty time
★Teaching practices
★Student-Faculty expectations
★Classroom practices

‣ Downloadable syntax to easily produce data 
displays

Website Tools

FSSE Selected Results – Example

http://fsse.iub.edu/html/FSSE_selected_results.cfm
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Website Tools

Website Tools

Website Tools
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For More Information...

‣ Email: agarver@indiana.edu
shawmd@indiana.edu

‣ Phone: (812) 856-5824   

‣ FSSE Web site: www.fsse.iub.edu

‣ NSSE Web site: www.nsse.iub.edu

Copies of papers and presentations as well as annual reports 
and other information are available through the Web site.

mailto:agarver@indiana.edu
mailto:shawmd@indiana.edu
http://www.fsse.iub.edu/
http://www.nsse.iub.edu/

