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NSSE and The Voluntary System of Accountability (VSA)

NSSE is one of four assessment instruments focused on students’ experiences and perceptions
for the Voluntary System of Accountability (VSA). Developed as a partnership between the
American Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU) and the Association of Public
and Land-Grant Universities (APLU), the VSA is designed to help institutions demonstrate
accountability, measure educational practices and outcomes, and assemble information that is
accessible, understandable, and comparable.

NSSE-related Resources to Link to the College Portrait

Of the over 330 institutions that have registered to participate in VSA, approximately 95%
have NSSE data. In addition to using NSSE results to populate the “Student Experiences and
Perceptions” section of the College Portrait, NSSE reports and related resources can be added
via several links in the College Portrait to provide supplementary information about how your
institution evaluates the experiences of its students.
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The Student Experience in Brief, is an attractive
and easy report format that institutions can
use to share their NSSE results. The report

provides a quick snapshot of the level of student

engagement on campus and corresponds to A
Pocket Guide to Choosing a College.

The NSSE Benchmark Report is a concise
summary of some key findings from your
institution’s performance on NSSE.




More NSSE-related Resources for the College Portrait...

NSSE Executive Snapshot USA TODAY Initiative
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The Executive Snapshot compares the
performance of your institution with your
selected comparison groups.

Learn More about NSSE and VSA!

View at your convenience a recording of the Webinar, “The Transparency-Accountability Puzzle:
Where Does NSSE Fit?” presented in November 2008 by NSSE Director, Dr. Alexander C.
McCormick. The session is available at nsse.iub.edu/webinars/archives.cfm.

Detailed information on NSSE and VSA, and SPSS syntax to simplify recoding NSSE data for
the College Portrait template, are available on the NSSE Web site,
nsse.iub.edu/html/vsa.cfm.
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