\ National Survey

NSSE 2008 Grand Means

o " of Student Engagement Means and Standard Deviations by Majors
First-Year Students
Arts and Biological
Humanities Sciences Business Education Engineering  |Physical Science| Professional Social Science Undecided

Question Variable Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean SD Mean SD Mean sD
Asked questions in class or
contributed to class clquest 2.98 .83 2.78 .84 2.80 .85 2.83 .83 2.63 .80 2.81 .85 2.74 .84 2.89 .86 2.57 .82
discussions
Made a class presentation clpresen 2.37 .81 2.17 17 2.34 .82 2.38 .82 2.16 74 2.09 74 2.25 .84 2.25 .78 2.13 .73
Prepared two or more drafts
of a paper or assignment rewropap 2.57 .98 2.67 .98 2.73 .96 2.73 .96 251 .96 2.53 .99 2.79 97 2.62 .99 2.56 .96
before turning it in
Worked on a paper or project
that required integrating ideas| . o0 | 319 78 | 308 79 | 309 78 | 312 76 | 291 80 | 295 81 | 310 .79 | 314 77 | 298 78
or information from various
sources
Included diverse perspectives
(different races, religions,
genders, political beliefs, etc.)| divclass 2.90 .85 2.78 .86 2.78 .87 2.84 .85 2.56 .89 2.67 .89 2.77 .89 2.97 .85 2.75 .85
in class discussions or writing
assignments
Come to class without
completing readings or clunprep 2.03 .76 1.92 74 1.97 .76 1.93 74 2.07 .76 1.96 .76 1.90 .75 2.03 .75 2.08 .76
assignments
Worked with other students | ¢ occgm | 230 83 | 239 85 | 241 .84 | 244 83 | 256 84 | 238 84 | 243 86 | 234 84 | 231 .80
on projects during class
Worked with classmates
outside of class to prepare occgrp 2.32 .85 2.54 .88 2.40 .89 2.36 .86 2.75 .86 247 .88 241 .90 2.34 .85 2.26 .80
class assignments
Put together ideas or concepts
from different courses when |- iqers | 273 g3 | 265 81 | 261 81 | 263 80 | 261 78 | 260 81 | 260 83 | 275 82 | 249 719

completing assignments or
during class discussions
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First-Year Students
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Question Variable Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean SD Mean SD Mean sD
Tutored or taught other tutor 163 82 | 18 89 | 169 84 | 172 88 | 197 90 | 207 95 | 166 .8 | 167 .8 | 149 .73
students (paid or voluntary)
Participated in a community-
based project (€.g., service | 0| 151 g0 | 161 86 | 161 .84 | 174 90 | 151 76 | 151 79 | 150 83 | 161 .86 | 149 .77
learning) as part of a regular
course
Used an electronic medium
(listserv, chat group, Internet,
instant messaging, etc.) to itacadem 2.58 1.03 2.63 1.04 2.62 1.02 2.58 1.02 2.68 1.02 2.58 1.03 2.57 1.06 2.59 1.03 2.46 1.01
discuss or complete an
assignment
Used e-mail to communicate | ;) 313 81 | 312 8 | 312 81 | 321 .78 | 293 .84 | 302 .85 | 314 .82 | 318 .80 | 3.00 .82
with an instructor
Discussed grades or
assignments with an facgrade 2.62 .86 2.63 .88 2.62 .88 2.69 .88 2.50 .85 2.56 .87 2.67 .89 2.63 .89 242 .86
instructor
Talked about career plans
with a faculty member or facplans 2.17 .90 2.29 .90 211 .89 2.36 .89 2.06 .87 2.21 .89 2.28 .89 2.19 91 1.98 .84
advisor
Discussed ideas from your
readings o classes with facideas | 199 91 | 195 91 | 18 .89 | 18 .90 | 1.8 .87 | 192 .87 | 18 .90 | 198 .93 | 176 .82
faculty members outside of
class
Received prompt written or
oral feedback from faculty on facfeed 2.75 .82 2.65 .85 2.65 .84 2.72 .82 2.50 .82 2.67 .83 2.64 .85 2.71 .84 2.55 .80

your academic performance
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First-Year Students

Arts and Biological
Humanities Sciences Business Education Engineering  |Physical Science| Professional Social Science Undecided
Question Variable Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean SD Mean SD Mean sD

Worked harder than you
thought you could to meet an
instructor's standards or
expectations

workhard 2.65 .86 2.70 .86 2.67 .83 2.73 81 2.54 .85 2.59 .88 2.77 .83 2.64 .86 2.49 .82

Worked with faculty
members on activities other
than coursework (committees,| facother 1.67 .87 1.67 .87 1.64 .86 1.67 .87 1.58 .80 1.66 .85 1.59 .84 1.67 .88 1.50 .75
orientation, student life
activities, etc.)

Discussed ideas from your
readings or classes with
others outside of class oocideas 2.84 .87 2.76 .86 2.63 .86 2.70 .86 2.60 .84 271 .86 2.68 .88 2.85 .87 2.56 .85
(students, family members, co-
workers, etc.)

Had serious conversations

with students of a different
race or ethnicity than your

own

divrstud 2.75 1.00 2.68 1.01 2.52 1.01 2.52 1.00 2.63 .99 2.63 1.01 2.52 1.01 2.77 1.01 2.48 1.02

Had serious conversations
with students who are very
different from you in terms of
their religious beliefs,
political opinions, or personal
values

diffstu2 2.90 .95 2.78 .96 2.59 .99 2.65 .98 2.69 .96 2.77 .96 2.58 .99 2.90 .96 2.59 .98
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First-Year Students

Arts and
Humanities

Biological
Sciences

Business

Education

Engineering

Physical Science

Professional

Social Science

Undecided

Question

Variable

Mean SD

Mean SD

Mean SD

Mean ‘ SD

Mean ‘ SD

Mean ‘ SD

Mean SD

Mean SD

Mean SD

Memorizing facts, ideas, or
methods from your courses
and readings so you can
repeat them in pretty much
the same form

Analyzing the basic elements
of an idea, experience, or
theory, such as examining a
particular case or situation in
depth and considering its
components

Synthesizing and organizing
ideas, information, or
experiences into new, more
complex interpretations and
relationships

Making judgments about the
value of information,
arguments, or methods, such
as examining how others
gathered and interpreted data
and assessing the soundness
of their conclusions

Applying theories or concepts
to practical problems or in
new situations

Mark the box that best
represents the extent to which
your examinations during the
current school year
challenged you to do your
best work.

memorize

analyze

synthesz

evaluate

applying

exams

2.79 .90

3.19 a7

2.97 .84

2.95 .86

2.99 .85

5.27 1.22

3.07 .85

3.23 75

3.02 .83

2.95 .85

3.18 .81

5.66 1.14

2.89 .85

3.06 77

2.83 .83

2.89 .83

3.01 .82

5.41 1.18

2.89 .85

3.05 a7

2.87 .83

291 .84

3.02 .83

5.41 111

2.80 .86

3.15 .75

2.90 .83

2.83 .86

3.18 .81

5.55 1.19

2.85 .88

3.21 .75

2.96 .84

2.87 .87

3.19 .82

5.47 1.19

3.10 .84

3.11 .78

291 .85

2.92 .86

3.07 .84

5.64 1.15

2.89 87

321 .75

2.97 .83

3.00 .85

3.06 .84

5.38 1.18

2.84 .84

2.97 .78

2.73 .84

2.77 .85

2.82 .86

5.26 121
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First-Year Students
Arts and Biological
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Question Variable Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean SD Mean SD Mean sD
Number of assigned
textbooks, books, orbook- |\ qocn | 337 97 | 320 o1 | 320 91 | 329 92 | 299 85 | 324 91 | 324 95 | 346 92 | 326 .94
length packs of course
readings
Number of books read on
yourown (notassigned) for | oo | 230 100 | 210 o1 | 1.95 87 | 206 93 | 1.96 86 | 209 95 | 200 92 | 216 93 | 197 .89
personal enjoyment or
academic enrichment
Number of written papersor | - oo | 122 60 | 125 65 | 130 .71 | 124 64 | 127 66 | 119 56 | 128 .70 | 127 68 | 120 58
reports of 20 pages or more
Number of written papers or
reports between 5 and 19 writemid 2.34 .85 2.32 .85 2.27 .82 2.30 .84 2.12 .80 2.20 .81 2.24 .83 2.43 .84 2.26 .79
pages
Number of written papersor |\ oo | 315 104 | 301 103 | 305 105 | 312 102 | 287 103 | 300 103 | 292 102 | 314 103 | 311 102
reports of fewer than 5 pages
Number of problem sets
(problem-based homework
assignments) that take you probseta 2.52 1.14 2.85 1.13 2.70 1.10 2.62 1.08 3.07 1.10 2.93 114 | 2.76 1.13 2.55 1.10 2.52 1.06
MORE than an hour to
complete
Number of problem sets that
take you less than an hour to probsetb 2.58 1.18 2.77 1.22 2.89 1.19 2.84 1.16 2.80 1.23 2.77 121 2.75 121 2.67 1.19 2.67 1.16
complete
Attended an art exhibit, play,
dance, music, theater, or other| atdart07 2.68 .99 2.16 .88 2.09 .88 2.35 .98 1.97 .82 2.17 .89 2.07 .89 2.27 .90 217 .86

performance
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First-Year Students
Arts and Biological
Humanities Sciences Business Education Engineering  |Physical Science| Professional Social Science Undecided
Question Variable Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean SD Mean SD Mean sD
Exercised or participated in | 05 | 266 104 | 286 103 | 286 104 | 277 103 | 290 101 | 282 103 | 273 105 | 278 103 | 278 104
physical fitness activities
Participated in activities to
enhance your spirituality worshp05 | 2.09 114 | 207 111 | 201 106 | 224 115 | 202 110 | 205 112 | 212 111 | 203 110 | 1.90 104
(worship, meditation, prayer,
etc.)
Examined the strengths and
weaknesses of your own ownview 2.80 .88 2.60 .88 2.53 .87 2.58 .88 2.52 .88 2.59 .89 2.49 .88 2.79 .87 2.49 .86
views on a topic or issue
Tried to better understand
someone else’s views by othrview | 292 85 | 278 84 | 270 .86 | 274 85 | 265 .87 | 273 87 | 269 85 | 296 .84 | 268 .85
imagining how an issue looks
from his or her perspective
Learned something that
changed the way you chngview | 298 8 | 280 8 | 279 8 | 285 8 | 273 8 | 28 8 | 28 8 | 300 8 | 275 8
understand an issue or
concept
Practicum, internship, field
experience, co-op experience, | intern04 .08 .27 .08 .27 .07 .26 15 .35 .07 .25 .06 .24 .07 .26 .07 .25 .03 .18
or clinical assignment
Community service or volntro4 | 35 48 | 43 50 | 37 48 | 44 50 | 33 47 | 38 49 | 39 49 | 43 49 | 31 46
volunteer work
Participate in a learning
community or some other
formal program where groups | Irncom04 17 37 .18 .38 14 .35 17 .38 19 .39 15 .36 .16 37 .16 37 13 .33

of students take two or more
classes together
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First-Year Students
Arts and Biological
Humanities Sciences Business Education Engineering  |Physical Science| Professional Social Science Undecided
Question Variable Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean SD Mean SD Mean sD
Work on a research project
with a faculty member resch04 | 05 21 | 06 25 | 05 .22 | 05 .23 | 05 22 | 06 24 | 05 22 | 05 .22 | .03 .18
outside of course or program
requirements
Foreign language coursework | forlng04 .30 .46 .25 43 .20 40 .18 .39 12 .33 .24 43 .16 37 .33 A7 .23 42
Study abroad stdabr04 .03 .16 .03 .16 .04 .20 .02 14 .03 .16 .02 .15 .02 15 .03 A7 .02 A2
Independent study or self- indstdo4 | 04 19 | 04 19 | 04 20 | 04 20 | 03 17 | 04 18 | 04 20 | 04 19 | 02 12
designed major
Culminating senior
experience (capstone course, |00 | 0y a3 | 02 44 | 02 14 | 02 A2 | 02 43 | 02 12 | 02 a4 | 02 a3 | 01 10
senior project or thesis,
comprehensive exam, etc.)
;eu'gte'sgsmpsw'th: Other envstu | 539 148 | 557 137 | 551 139 | 560 137 | 552 135 | 552 139 | 557 136 | 543 144 | 524 151
;e(:z:'boe'::h'psw'th: Faculty | ovfac | 535 130 | 525 135 | 515 135 | 527 133 | 501 134 | 537 129 | 516 137 | 526 131 | 496 138
Relationships with:
Administrative Personnel and envadm 4,57 1.56 472 1.53 472 1.56 472 1.53 461 1.50 4.72 151 4.69 1.55 461 1.55 4.49 1.54
Offices
Preparing for class (studying,
reading, writing, doing
homework or lab work, acadpr0l 4.10 1.64 451 1.70 3.85 1.50 3.92 1.52 4.34 1.68 4.40 1.71 4.24 1.68 4.05 1.58 3.73 1.48
analyzing data, rehearsing,
and other academic activities)
Working for pay on campus workon01 1.57 1.20 1.52 1.19 1.52 1.26 151 1.18 1.48 1.23 1.59 1.26 1.44 1.14 1.62 1.30 1.46 1.13
Working for pay off campus workof01 211 2.01 2.07 1.97 2.83 2.57 2.64 2.38 2.02 1.97 2.07 2.04 2.74 2.46 2.25 217 2.20 2.06
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First-Year Students
Arts and Biological
Humanities Sciences Business Education Engineering  |Physical Science| Professional Social Science Undecided
Question Variable Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean ‘ SD Mean ‘ SD Mean ‘ SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean sD
Participating in co-curricular
activities (organizations,
campus publications, student |- o1 | 550 150 | 235 154 | 231 164 | 225 158 | 235 150 | 231 151 | 201 139 | 234 158 | 220 154
government, social fraternity
or sorority, intercollegiate or
intramural sports, etc.)
Relaxing and socializing socialo5 | 3.82 166 | 365 161 | 38 168 | 363 160 | 383 167 | 382 170 | 349 153 | 379 166 | 405 173
(watching TV, partying, etc.)
Providing care for dependents
living with you (parents, carede01 1.48 1.27 1.56 1.37 1.96 1.88 2.00 1.97 1.50 1.22 1.48 1.25 211 2.04 1.67 1.61 1.58 1.33
children, spouse, etc.)
Commuting to class (driving, | e | 217 99 | 227 115 | 225 108 | 224 108 | 231 101 | 217 96 | 237 118 | 218 105 | 218 96
walking, etc.)
Spending significant amounts
of time studying and on envschol 3.08 .78 3.28 74 3.12 .75 3.15 74 3.22 74 3.18 .76 3.27 72 3.12 77 3.05 .78
academic work
Providing the support you
need to help you succeed envsuprt 3.06 .80 3.15 .79 3.07 .79 3.10 .79 3.09 .79 3.13 .79 3.10 .81 3.11 .80 2.96 .82
academically
Encouraging contact among
students from different envdivis | 273 97 | 273 98 | 269 96 | 272 96 | 268 95 | 265 97 | 270 97 | 274 98 | 262 .95
economic, social, and racial
or ethnic backgrounds
Helping you cope with your
non-academic responsibilities | envnacad 2.22 .95 2.28 .96 2.28 .96 2.34 .96 2.22 93 2.24 .94 2.26 .98 2.28 .96 2.19 .93
(work, family, etc.)
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Question Variable Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean SD Mean SD Mean sD
Providing the support you envsocal | 247 93 | 253 .94 | 251 .93 | 256 .93 | 245 91 | 247 92 | 250 .95 | 249 .94 | 240 .93
need to thrive socially
Attending campus events and
activities (special speakers, | o ent | 203 89 | 204 89 | 278 96 | 287 95 | 280 89 | 290 90 | 279 96 | 292 91 | 279 .90
cultural performances,
athletic events, etc.)
;’/Z'rrl‘(gcomp”ters'”academ'c envcompt | 327 .80 | 335 .77 | 335 .78 | 332 .78 | 338 .75 | 320 .79 | 333 .78 | 333 .78 | 322 .80
Acquiring a broad general gngenled | 318 .80 | 329 .74 | 321 .77 | 325 .75 | 307 .79 | 320 .78 | 322 .77 | 329 .76 | 311 81
education
Acquiring job or work-related
_ gnwork | 272 96 | 275 .93 | 287 92 | 292 92 | 290 .93 | 274 94 | 28 .94 | 273 .95 | 246 .93
knowledge and skills
Writing clearly and .
. gnwrite | 303 .88 | 302 .87 | 305 .83 | 311 .81 | 280 .89 | 290 .90 | 307 .84 | 309 .85 | 291 .86
effectively
Speaking clearly and gnspeak | 2.83 93 | 281 94 | 292 88 | 297 87 | 265 93 | 270 95 | 290 .90 | 287 .93 | 265 .92
effectively
Thinking critically and gnanaly | 322 80 | 320 .76 | 319 .78 | 322 .76 | 325 .78 | 325 .79 | 323 .77 | 320 .77 | 306 .8
analytically
';';ﬂl);zr:;gq“am'ta“ve gnquant | 272 93 | 317 80 | 299 84 | 294 87 | 326 .77 | 324 .80 | 302 .84 | 293 .89 | 271 .89
Using computing and gncmpts | 287 93 | 305 .89 | 313 .8 | 307 .86 | 326 .82 | 304 .90 | 308 .87 | 296 92 | 282 .90
information technology
Working effectively with
ot gnothers | 292 .90 | 301 .87 | 303 .86 | 308 .85 | 305 .85 | 292 .89 | 306 .85 | 296 .90 | 280 .88
Voting in local, state, or gncitizn | 222 105 | 224 105 | 225 105 | 226 105 | 210 101 | 215 103 | 220 106 | 241 109 | 216 101
national elections
tﬁ”'”geﬁec“"e'yonyour gning 202 8 | 305 8 | 296 84 | 299 8 | 293 8 | 294 8 | 302 .83 | 300 .86 | 278 .85
Understanding yourself gnself 2.83 .98 2.83 .96 2.82 .94 2.88 .93 2.67 .98 2.75 .96 2.84 .95 2.87 .96 2.64 .95
Understanding people of
other racial and ethnic gndivers 2.69 97 2.69 .96 2.68 .96 2.74 .94 2.53 .96 2.56 .96 2.68 97 2.77 .98 2.57 .92
backgrounds
sg‘g:zg}gomp'exrea""v‘"'d gnprobsv | 260 .95 | 271 .92 | 271 91 | 270 .92 | 283 .90 | 271 .92 | 269 93 | 274 93 | 246 91
Developing a personal code | iee | 267 102 | 272 99 | 273 96 | 276 96 | 261 100 | 263 98 | 272 97 | 276 100 | 253 .96

of values and ethics
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Question Variable Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean ‘ sD Mean SD Mean SD Mean sD
Contributing to the welfare of | o\ | 244 09 | 256 99 | 247 98 | 255 98 | 237 97 | 242 9 | 249 98 | 258 100 | 231 96
your community
Developing adeepened sense | -\ ii | 510 111 | 216 1.09 | 220 108 | 228 110 | 201 105 | 204 107 | 224 109 | 214 111 | 199  1.02
of spirituality
Overall, how would you
evaluate the quality of advise | 299 .85 | 302 .82 | 302 .83 | 308 .8 | 300 .84 | 303 83 | 301 .84 | 298 .85 | 286 .86
academic advising you have
received at your institution?
How would you evaluate your
entire educational experience | entirexp 3.22 .73 3.23 .70 3.19 .70 3.25 .68 3.20 72 3.25 72 3.18 .70 3.22 .72 3.04 .75
at this institution?
If you could start over again,
would you goto the same samecoll | 324 83 | 323 81 | 322 .81 | 332 .79 | 328 .78 | 326 .80 | 322 .81 | 321 .84 | 305 .87

institution you are now
attending?

10



