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As part of an ongoing public awareness campaign to refocus the national conversation 
about what constitutes quality in the college experience, NSSE developed A Pocket 
Guide to Choosing a College. The pocket guide is a helpful brochure that provides 
prospective students and their families with key questions to ask during a campus 
visit, allowing them to explore and more actively consider student engagement during 
the college choice process.  
 
Student responses to selected questions from the pocket guide are presented in The 
Student Experience in Brief, provided in your NSSE Institutional Report 2010.  
 
Who Can Use The Student Experience in Brief? 
The Student Experience in Brief provides a snapshot of the level of student 
engagement on the campus. The pocket guide brochure and report were designed 
primarily to aid prospective students and their families during the college search 
process, but institutions may also find the report a valuable resource for a variety of 
on- and off-campus constituencies.  
 
The Student Experience in Brief may be of special interest to admission professionals, 
particularly those providing the pocket guide brochure to visiting students. The results 
can also be used as a resource for orientation staff, advisors, faculty, and other staff or 
those who work regularly with first-year students. 
 
How Can an Institution Customize and Distribute Results? 
The Student Experience in Brief is designed in an attractive layout for sharing NSSE results. The report is delivered in 
both PDF and Word formats so that institutions can easily insert logos, campus photos, or additional information. 
Institutions are also encouraged to post copies of The Student Experience in Brief and results from their NSSE 
Institutional Report 2010 in relevant areas of the campus Web site.  
 
How Can I Get a Copy of My Institution's The Student 
Experience in Brief?  
Each institution participating in NSSE designates a Campus 
Project Manager. This institution-based staff member serves as the 
primary liaison to NSSE throughout the survey administration 
process and is the primary recipient of NSSE correspondence and 
reports on your campus. Contact NSSE if you need to identify your 
Campus Project Manager. 
 
How Can I Get Copies of the Pocket Guide?  
College and university admissions offices may request up to 300 
free pocket guides per year. Additional quantities are available for 
a small fee. More details and a PDF version of the guide are 
available on the NSSE Web site. 
 

nsse.iub.edu/html/pocket_guide.cfm 
 
If you have any questions about either resource, please feel free to 
contact Kathy Anderson, NSSE Institute Project Manager, at 
kanderso@indiana.edu, or toll-free at 866-435-6773.  


